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TN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 9 and 20 amend claims 1-8, 10, 12-19, 21, 23, and 24 and add new claims 
26-28 as follows: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus comprising visual display means, 
processing means, storage means and memory means; wherein said memory means is configured to 
store program instructions for updating data in a database, having persistent copies of objects that 
control processing seeps, whereby 

a database application makes modifications to transient copies of said persistent objects; 

a database thread generates database transaction requests for updating rhe persistent copy of the 
rriflriiffcfl nhjerf in response to said modifications; and . 

said requests are processed, in a queue of database transaction requests, a t a lower priority than 
said modifications. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus according to cbim 1 ? wherein said 
database is stored locally or distributed over a network to remote nodes [[;]]. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
database is transaction-oriented 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus according to claim 1 > wherein said 
database thread includes an object cache manager[[;l] i 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus to claim 4, wherein said object cache 
manager creates said transient copies in a transient object cache according to permission from a Permit 
Manager[[;]]; 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
modifications to transient copies of said persistent objects are amendments implemented locally or 
remotely on said transient copiesfQH^ 
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7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein transient 
objects are stored in the main memory of a local or remote database client system or a plurality 
thereof]];]]. 

8- (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus according to claim 1. wherein said 
database thread is a low priority thread [[;JJ^ 

9. (CANCELED) 

1 0. (C URRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus according to claim 91, wherein said 
database thread identifies and then executes said transactions requests asynchronously!!;]]. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said queued transactions 
requests are removed from said database request queue once the said database transaction they 
respectively define is accomplished, 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) AmethodofupdatingdaminadatabaseHaftwig 
puraintont copifrj of ob )ee^» 4l^& OQ nfa K>l-p i' Qe e a aing step a. wherein comprising: 

a database application makmges modifications to transient copies of said-persistent copies of 
object s, in the database, that control processing steps: 

a database thread generatjnges database transaction request s for updating the persistent copy of 
the modified object in response to said modifications; and 

processing said database transaction r equests , in a queue of database transaction requests. *fc*e 
proee a sed - a t a lower priority than said modifications. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 12, wherein said database 
is stored locally or distributed over a network to remote nodes [Q]^ 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 12, wherein said database 
is transaction-orientedftlli 



G&C 30566.194-US-01 

PAGE 6/12 * RCVD AT 9/27/2004 5:11:11 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR;USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+1 31 06418798 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-34 



09-27-2004 01:22PM F ROM-Gates & Cooper LLP 



•M3I06418798 



T-272 P. 007/01 2 F-427 



1 5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method accotding to claim 12, wherein said database 
chread includes an object cache mmagetQ;]]. 

1 6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 1 5, wherein said object 
cache manager creates said transient copies in a transient object cache according to permission from a 
Permit Manager[J]]- 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 12, wherein said 
modifications to transient copies of said persistent objects are amendments implemented locally or 
remotely on said transient copies ([;]]. 

1 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 12, wherein transient 
objects arc stored in the mam memory of a local or remote database client system or a plurality 
thereof[[;]]. 

1 9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 12, wherein said database 
thread is a low priority threadff;]]^ 

20. (CANCELED) 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method according to claim 2012, wherein said 
database thread identifies and then executes said transactions requests asyndsronouslyQYlk 

22. (ORIGINAL) A method according to claim 12, wherein said queued transactions 
requests are removed from said database request queue once the said database transaction they 
respectively define is accomplished. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
readable instructions executable by a computer such that, when executing said instructions, a computer 
will perform the steps of: 

making modifications to transient copies of persistent objects that control processing steps; 
generating database transaction requests for updating the persistenr copy of the modified object 
in response to said modifications; and 
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processing said request s, in a queue of database tratisacrion requests, at a lower priority than 
said modifications, 

24, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable memory system having 
computer-readable data stored therein, comprising 

transient copies of persistent objects that control processing steps; 
a database thread defining successive data updating processes; 

a database request queue for the purpose of indeadng said successive data updating processes; 

and 

program instructions to implement said dam updating processes. 

25, (ORIGINAL) A computer-readable memory system according to claim 24, wherein . 
v said program instructions are configured to update objects in a database which has persistent copies 

of objects that control processing steps. 

26, (NEW) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein when the transient copy of the persistent 
object in one client is accessed, any previously existing transient copy of the persistent object in 
another client is unloaded from transient object cache of the other client. 

27, (NEW) The method of claim 12 wherein when the transient copy of die persistent 
object in one client is accessed, any previously existing transient copy of the persistent object in 
another client is unloaded fiom transient object cache of the other client. 

28, (NEW) The computer-readable medium method of claim 23 wherein when the 
transient copy of the persistent object in one client is accessed, any previously existing transient copy 
of the persistent object in another client is unloaded from transient object cache of the other client. 
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